Poincare goes to St. Petersburg

difficult and I can well understand the mortification felt by
the German Government. The Russian Baltic Fleet has still
to be built but once the Dardanelles are open to Russian
ships of war the situation will be very different, and the
convention will acquire a certain significance. Events in
Turkey become more and more enigmatic. One would
say that things were all going to pieces and anarchy
increasing.

It seems to me that no Sovereign has ever been received
like Monsieur Poincare* at St. Petersburg. It must all have
some meaning the precise shade of which is not quite
clear to me. These demonstrations were made to make
Germany think. The honours rendered to the "Conde"
by the German Fleet during her passage through the
Baltic Sea were doubtless due to the Emperor's orders.
But was it not quite useless ? The Koran says that speech
is silver and silence gold. In the circumstances one might
have put this precept into practice. One should never do
too much.

Often I ask myself whether the Germans and the Emperor
himself understand all the bitterness which has remained at
the bottom of every French heart and whether they realise
that childish practices of this sort won't cure it. Germans
change their nationality and their country so frequently and
so easily that they are unable to judge of other peoples'
feelings.

Kleinitz, 26th August, 1912,

I think these few lines from a letter from my eldest daughter
will interest you : "According to what people are saying
here Poincare**s journey to Petersburg and Sazanow's con-
templated visit to London are causing great anxiety to the
Triple Alliance and it is this which decided Berchtold to
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